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,ldn 23. 2009 

Plme attend thn UNIIJN rally on fnb 4. 9 am sharp. 450 
Golden Gate Ave. in Sen f ranc tsco. Cit ~ ~ the Fodera! 
courthouse end hring signs about the poisnn water at KVSP 
end other prisons This 1s an Important part of medical care 
and this is the time to show a crowd around these problems. 

http:/ /www.lunion l.com/feb4_rally_ flyer _plata.html 

Many of the prisons have poisons end other contemlnantc in 
!he drinking water. This email addrmas only KVSP because 
Mil:haal RothfBid of the los Angeles Times wantz to hear from 
families about the symptoms and Illnesses of their lovud 
ones. You can determine how much polson your loVBd one 
has consumed by gattlll!l samples of their hair and taking It to 
a toxicology lab. Ymrshould call ahead and gal Instructions 
and check the price for tho test. The arsenic eccumulatas tn 
the "sys tem aver tha years. 

Whan a notice is given to normal people in the community 
with e warning of arsenic. the purpose is to give them a way 
to find en alternative water source. whether by reverse 
osmosis machines. bottled water or to move out of the area. 
When prisoners are given such a notice. I! Is simply torment 
because they mow now that they ere being poisoned and that 
no clean water is available. This is torture. 

Below is some of the research being done by Daniel Zuma Phd 
for our slide presentation. I would like you to verify with me 
what you think the first two Items say before we put the data 
into e mini movie. This is a test for understandability end 
clarity so that everyone can see the scope of the problem 

I hope you are out doing your posts under the articles about 
Jerry Brown who is doing nothing to fix this welBr problem. 
nor is he prosecuting anyone participating in State Murder by 
Medical Neglect. If you don 't post about his grandstanding by 
filing a lawsuit at your expense. then he might and up being 
yuur new gowrnor. Is that what you went to sua happen? I 
sas slot of posts at the San francisco Chronicla and the 
Sacramenta Bee about Brown's ridiculous claims of "plush 
trea tment" that UNION membors have made. but cover the 
a thor links in the last newsletter tool 

The max level of arsenic allowed is 10 parts per billion. There 
, is na safe lml of arsenic. onfy tolerable levels. 

Recent tasting has shown the arsenic lawlln one prison ot 
KVSP weU at 23 parts per billion and the other at 15 parts per 
billion. 

Dna wall is 230% over the mi!Ximum level end the we/lis 
ISO% over the limit ol arsanio allowed. Note the ares In red 
on the chart. which shows the rlrk factor at KVSP. basad on 
4800 prisonors. of getting cancer. 

Rev. B. Cayn nne Bird 

The lifetime. /-year. and 5-yaer risis of dying of cancer from 
arsenic in tap water. based un the Hational Academy of 

l·yaur 

mk 

5-year risk 

How many at KVSP 

In I yaar 

How many at KVSP 

In 5 years 

How many at KVSP 

In ID yaers 

10 ppb 
I in 500 
I in 350.000 
I in 7D.DDD 
I in 

73 
I in 

14 
I in 

7 

2D ppb 
I in250 
I in 175.000 
I in 35.000 
I in 36.46 
I in 

7.3 
I in 

3.6 

25 ppb 
I in 200 
lin 140.000 
I in 28.000 
I in 

29.2 
l in 

5.8 
I in 2.92 

Ghar! prepared by OanieiZuma Phd for United for No 
Injustice. Oppression. or Neglect www.lunionl.com 

http:/ /www.latimas.com/mad1Hiacrobat/2Dil8-
12/442166Utpdt 

Apparantly. tlus is thc prison's second notice of viOlation. the 
first one being in March a1200B. Pursuant to that viola tmn 
the prison is required to give cvnryone whn drinks th ~ water 
notice of the violation. AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING TO 
CORRECT IT (sse the "epproved notice" which is Attachment 
A). 

They have until fob I. 2DD9to submit a plan to "correct the 
exlsting water quality problem and olimlnete ths need to 
dalivor water to tho system that does not meet the primary 
drinking water standards." {I think they mean that does meat 
the standards.) And submit quaMerly progress reports 
thereafter. They have until Jan 26th tn subm~ a request lor 
an extension If. due to cirnum~tances beyond their ctJntrol. 
they can't submit a plan by Feb 1st. If they don't comply they 
are subject to civil suit end fines. 

The actual notice given by the warden: 
http/ /www.lstimes.com/ media/ acrobst/20UB-
12/44152llD8.POF 

Says the notice says that: 

I) This is not an "emergency" so you need not drink bottled 
water. 

2) Exposure to (these levels) of arsenic over "many years" 
Increases health rislcs in "soma people." 

3) The Department al Health anticipates that tho problem will 
be corracted by June 2009. 

In other words. they anticipate that this problem is going to 
be fixed In a matter of months. even though the prison has 
not complied with a previous order. What is also left out ol 
this risk assessment is the fact that prisoners have likely 
alraady bean exposed to this toxin for "many yam." It is 
un likely that the exposura began on the date that it was 
discOVBred, since thare is not enough variation in tha 
groundwater to make it an on·egain-olf·again proposition. 
Moreover. there is no sign that the levels are increasing or 
decreasing; so they have likely been at those lava Is ell along. 

SinGe one can not Identify who "some poop Ia" refers to. on a 
has to assumn that All are at risk. And not "may be" at risk. 
but ARE at risk. sines measures of risk ara probabilities 
applied to the whole population. not just "some people." 

The purpose of the notification is ~o that those hm akin. 
liver. bladder. or circulatory problems can alter their wi!ler 
consumption and mitigate their health risks. 

However. this assumes that they know they have a medical 
condition. which is lmpossiula to know under the currant 
state of medical cere. since the prisonors don't gat ennuul 
physicals. any regular scraanlng for cancer or anything else. 
or anything but the most basic first aid when thay do present 
wilh symptoms ol en illness. 

It also assumes that even If such conditions were known. that 
the prisonar's doctor could order bottled water--which is 
emphatically not the cese (and I have the rejected 602s to 
prove it). 

Sciences' 1999 risk estimatas. And ths odds of I parson dying SO. if Korn Valley Stnta Prison fails to submit their 
of csncer at rVSP due to exposing 4.800 mon to various ................... remediation plan by fab lst· ·or the plan submltlcd daos not 
levels of arsenic for I year. 5-yaars and 10 ycsrs. _ __ - ---- ---- - ------ ----- - _ ___________ ______ corr.scUhe.problsm.b Ju~e.1!!!1lJ.-t he families of tho---- -----· 

·----- --------- --··-- -- .. ----- --------- prisoners should de luge the woman who issued tha order 
~rsenic level in Tap Water lllera is more to consider hera alter raeding this sta te 
(in parts per billion, or ppb) Approximate lotullifelime report. 
Goncer Risk 
(assuming 21itars consumed/day) 

Tricia A. Wathen. P.E. Senior Sanitary Engineer Department of 
Public Health Southern California Drench Drinking Wotor fiold 
Operations 
265 W. Bullard Avenue, Suite 101 Fresno. t::h 937804 



wJ ih "umpiHmls as to the UIJDGceplable l'lsl .. wh1ch 1s 
unacceptable H[CAUSl 
I) The toxic exposure has likely alreuJiy been yo1ny unlcll' 
"many years". 
2) those who are at particular risk ol arsenic-related d1sease 
have no way of knowing who they are; 
3) prisonm do not have the oplcon ol changmg theJr drmking 
water or dr1nking habils; 
4) prisoners consume abnormal amounts ol water because 
they havu no air -conditioning: 
5) prison doctors don't hm the authori ty to prescribe 
bottled water or transfers In other prisons with bettor water; 
6) CDGr end Kern Volley Stele Prison have a history of 
noncompliance end delays even in the Ieee of vigorous 
anlorcemant. 

And DfMANO: 
f) An order for tho prison to supply each prlsorrer with 3 
quarts of water per day untiltha water supply Is brought into 
compliance: and 
2) That civil proceedings be ln&tituted forthwith so as to 
ansure timely compliance. 

These are the prisons where poisoned wuter Is most wall 
· known and has been in the news. There are ethers. Thanks Ill 
scientist and researcher Danlel luma for condensing the 
information lor the slida/p1'8santation/mini movie that we 
are about to refea!i1!. Thi ~ documented contaminated water 
doesn't mean that othtir prisons aren't also forcing the 
inmates to drink poison water. 

Prison 

Salinas Valley State Prison -Soledad 

Corractional Training facility - Soladad 

California Rehabilitation Genter - Norco 
bacteria; II. Pylori 

Sierra Conservation Center -Susanville 

Mule Creek 
compounds 

Pollutant 

oitratas 

nitrates 

r.olilorm 

mud and silt 

volatile organic 

Oeua l Vocational institution -l racy baclll ria: 

Calilomia Institution for Men - Chino nitrates 6 

murder by medical neglnct and tha abusa of tha mantally ill. 
lh r. Plata decision IS lol'llvtll' until 6500 people will organize 
and help Wllh the work 11 takes to ba able tn have vour own 
votce. ch a ng~ lows and put poople into of/icc. Only groups 
count, devalup a group think for your own survival. it's now or 
nevur folks - you can do II. one person ot a !1mc. 

Rav. B. Cayenne Bird .f­
UNIOH 

P.D Box 340371 

Sacramento. CA 95834 

v.ww.lunionl.com/ Join_ the_ UNIDN.htmf 
.-..:. -=---· 
. , . Nesseges in this topic (f) Reply (via web post) I 

Stir! a new topic Messages I Calendar visit our website at 
http:/ / VIVI'ol'.lunionl.com--------

Ways you can help prisoners coday--·--- ---

http:/ /www.lunion l.com/alerts.html MARKETPLACE 

from kltchan basics to aasy recipes -join tha Group from 
Kraft Foods 

Change settings via the Web (Yahoo! 10 required) Change 
sattings via amail: Switch delivary to De ily Digast I Switch 
format to Traditional Visit Your Group I Yahoo! Groups Terms 
of Use! Unsubscribe Recent Activity Visit Your Group Yahoo! 
Groups Going Green Zone 

fin d Green groups. 

find Green resources. 

Yahoo! Groups Evaryday Wa llnass Zona 

Check out featured 

healthy living groups. 

All-Bran 
10 Day Challenge 

Join tha club and 

leal the benefits. 

agricultural wasta This email was claanad by emaiiStripper. available lor free 
from http:! /WVtW.papercut.bidamaiiStrippar.htm 

CYA Youth Correctional Facility -Chino nitratas 

Avenal Alkalinity, 
asbestos. fecal contamination 

Old folsom toxic wasta 

Merced County Jail orsenic 

Kern Valley Stat a Prison arsenic 

lite pub lic outcry determines how all policy se t. how court 
decisions go. end will determine whethor raverse osmosis 
machinoE actd ~ all i e d water will over be given to the 
prisoners. That mtans your posts and how many people you 
bring 011 Fe~ 4. your last day in this lifetimo to bo heard un 

1 ., 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER 
Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre su agua potable 

Traduzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. 

Kern Valley State Prison Has Levels of Arsenic 

Above the Drinking Water Standard 

Our water system recently violated a drinking water standard. Although this is not an 
emergency, you have a right to know what you should do, what happened , and what we 
are doing to correct this situation. 

We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. Based on data 
gathered through monitoring our wells over the last four quarters, the running annual 
average for wells 1 and 2 is 0.015 mg/L and 0.019 mg/L respectively. This is above the 
US EPA standard or maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 0.01 Omg/L. 

What should I do? 

• You do not need to use an alternative water supply (e.g., bottled water). 

• This is not an emergency. If it had been, you would have been notified 
immediately. However, some people who drink water containing arsenic in 
excess of the MCL over many years may experience skin damage or circulatory 
system problems, and may have an increased risk to getting cancer. 

• If you have other health issues concerning the consumption of th is water, you 
may wish to consult your doctor. 

What happened? What is being done? 

Kew .V..£~JJE:ly SJ;:tJ~ . P.ds_on Ls __ , wor!slng with Fa_Giliti~~ _PianDiog, Construction ~nd 
Management to install an Arsenic Treatment System. We anticipate resolving the 
problem by October 2011 . 

For more information, please contact George Jaime at 661-721-6300 ext 6379 . 

. This notice is being sent to you by California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation, Kern Valley State Prison. 

State Water System 10#: 1510802. Distributed by: January 1, 2011. 

M:d2/2~d );o 
Warden (A) 
Kern Valley State Prison 

---



Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre su agua potable . 

Traduzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. Kern Valley State Prison Has Levels of Arsenic Above the Drinking Water Standard Our water system recently violated a drinking water standard. Although this is not a 

emergency, you have a right to know what you should do, what happened, and what we 

are doing to correct this situation. 
We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. Based on data. ' 

gathered through monitoring our wells over the last four quarters, the running annual 

average for wells 1 and 2 is 0 .013mg/L and 0.022mg/L respectively. This is above th/ 

USEPA standard or maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 0.010mg/L. 
;' 

What should I do? 

• You do not need to use an alternative water supply (e.g., bottled water).; 

I 
I 

I 

I 

• This is not an emergency. If it had been, you would have been nf1~ 

immediately. However, some people who drink water containing arsff Jn 

excess of the MCL over many years may experience skin damage or c;1tory 

system problems, and may have an increased risk to getting cancer. 1 

I 
{ 

• If you have other health issues concerning the consumption of this wT~r · you 

may wish to consult your doctor. 

I 

What happened? What is being done? Kern Valley State Prison . is working with Facilities 
Management to install an Arsenic Treabnent System. 
problem by June 2009. 

1. Planning, Cons¥lcta~n and We anticipa!e resolving the information, please contact George Jaime, Correctional Plant Manager II. at 
This notice is being sent to you by the California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation, Kern Valley State Prison. 

distributed: April 8, 2008 t21fi:b Warden 
Kern Valley State Prison 

--- ~ --
- -~· --~ ----- --- ----- -· --------------- . -- ---- . 

I . \ 

i -· . 







UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, 0 C 20460 

Oscar Villanueva, J-60 178 
Kern Val ley State Pri son 
P.O. Box 5 1 04-D-3- 117 
Delano, CA 932 16 

Dear Mr. Villanueva, 

MAY 3 1 2011 

Thank you for your letter of March 24,20 11, to th Office of Water at the Environmental 
Protection Agency ( EPA), in wh ich you ·hare your concerns about violations of the drinl ing 
water standard for arsen ic at Kern Valley State Pr ison. The Office of Ground Water and 
Dri nk ing Water is respon ·ible f(x setting drinking water tandards, so I have been asked to 
respond to your letter. 

Safe drinking water is essential to public health . The Sate Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
gives EPA the authority to set water quali ty regulations that help to ensure that drinking water is 
adequately treated, monitored, and managed. T he drinking water standard fo r arseni c i · I 0 

. micrograms per liter (I 0 ppb) . The standard i · set to protect against chronic health e ffects due to 
long tem1 exposure. You provide inlom1ation indicating that the water suppli ed by Kern Val ley 
State Prison has violated this standard. When a public water system violates a drinki ng water 
standa rd, the system must notify con. umcrs and act to correct the problem . 

Under SDWA, states have primary enforcement respons ibility for implementing drin king 
water regulations and working with public water sy ·tems to sec that they are applied 
appropriately. EPA regional offices provide oversight of state impl ementation and are fa mil ia r 
with state and local issues within their regional boundaries. Regional otliccs are therefore better 
equipped to address questions re lated to local situations, and I have fonvarded your req uest to 
Region 9, w hich acts in Ca li fornia. 

Enclosed, p lease find a tact sheet regarding arsenic in drinking water. You wi ll be 
receiving a r sponsc to your specilic req uest from Reg ion 9's Drink ing Wate r Office . 

Sincerely, 

A c_ ,~ 
Keara Moore 
Special Assistant to the Director 
O ffice of Ground Water and Drinking Water 

ln!~?rrwt A1c:r~~s {UHL~ ~ ~~~~p'li\'>-WW epa g0.v 
Recycled!Recyclabte • r'.n!,: j w1t~~ Vegc-tab\(' Oil Basec: fnks on HXJ !' Poslo:-:on~u~"~~r P~ocess Ch~or:"n-e rret? R~cycie-a P;Jr;er 





JUST THE FACTS FOR CONSUMERS 

How does arsenic get into my drinking 
WCl -.r? 
Arsenic occurs natura ll y in the environment and as 
a by-product of some agricu ltu ral and industrial 
activ ities. It can en ter drinking water through the 
ground or ds runoif into surfJce water sources. 

How IS arsenic in drmking water 
f 

"') 

In 1974, Congress passed the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. This law directs EPA to issue non-enforceable 
hea l th goals and enforceab le drink in g water 
regulations for contam inan ts that may cause health 
problems. The goals, which reflect the level at 
which no adverse health effects are expected, are 
called maximum contaminant level goa ls IMCLGsl. 
The MCLG for a.rsen ic is 0 fX1rts per bil lion (ppbl. 

The enfmccablc standard for .arsenic is a maximum 
contaminant level IMCl.). MCLs are set as close to 
the hcttlth go·als as possihle, cnnsirler ing cost, 
benefits, and the ab il ity of pub lic water systems to 
detect and remove contaminants using suitttb le 
treatment technologies . 

What is EPA's standard for arsenic in drinking water? 
To protect consumers served by public water systems from the health risks of long-term (chronic) 
arsenic exposure, EPA recently lowered the arsenic MCL from 50 ppb to 1 0 ppb. 



JUST THE FACTS FOR CONSUMERS 

Wh.:~t types o pubhc water 
systems must comply with the 
;tal"'dc• d? 

The 10 ppb arsenic standard appl ies to all 
commun ity water systems. The standard 
also app li es to non ··t rans ient, non­
communi ty water systems. 

tlow will I know if there is 
, m · i.: r.-.y drinking w-ater? 

Ever, year, your communi ty water system 
sends you a consu mer confidence repo rt 
(sometimes ca lled a water qua li ty report), 
listing any levels of arsen ic detected. EPA 
also requires all co mmu nity and non­
transient, non-commun ity water systems to 
give you publi c notice w hen their water 
supply vio lates the arsenic standard . You w ill 
be given information about what is being 
done to correc t the situat ion. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

. ' 

· SafeJ)rinking Water Hotline 

~.1-800-426-4791 
.• t' 

~ 

Should I have my wate tested fo, arBenic7 

If your water comes from a municipal or priva tely-owned water company 
that has more than 15 service connections or serves 25 people more 
than 6 months of a year, they are already test ing for arsenic in your water. 

If you have your own household w <:l ter supply, you Jre respons ib le fo r 
mainta ining and testing it. Contact your loca l he<:1 l th department to find 
out whether arsenic is a contaminant of concern in your JreJ . Your state's 
drinking water agency can give you names of laboratori es that are certified 
to test drinking water. 

NSF Internationa l (www.nsf.org/certifi ed/DWTUJ, the W ater Quality 
Assoc iation (www.wqa.org), and the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 
(www.u l. com/water) weh sites li st cert if ied home treJtrnent un its. 

Arsenic in drinking water 
http://www.epa.gov I '3afewater /arsenic 

Arsenic health effects 
http://www.atsdr.cd~..,gov/wxpmfiles/phs2.html 

Your private well 
http:/ /www . .:p<L gov /safewater /privatewells 

Office of Ground Water & Drinking Water 
www.epa.gov/safewater 
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